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ARIZONA
WINDOW OF THE SOUTHWEST

At its greatest length, Arizona is 391 miles long;
east and west, at its greatest width, and is 337 miles
wide. Its elevations vary from 137 feet above sea level,
near the Mexican border southwest of Yuma, to its
highest peak, Humphrey’s Peak in the San Francisco
range near Flagstaff, which has an elevation of 12,611
feet. The state has three general geographical regions:
typical desert region in the southwestern part; a nar-
row, forested mountain region in the center; a high
wind-swept plateau region in the northwest.

Such a variety of elevations accounts for the
variety of climates to which Arizonans are subjected.
Rainfall varies from five 1o seven inches annually in
the desert regions of the state and to twenty or more
inches in the high country. In the arid or desert regions
of the state, temperatures soar to 110 degrees or more
in summer, but very seldom even approach freezing
weather in winter. Cool summers are prevalent in the
mountains, with heavy snowfall and freezing temper-
atures in winter, The plateau region of the northeast,
which can swelter in summer temperatures of 110
degrees or better, also experiences freezing winter

weather, and at times severe storms. Such are the
contrasts in weather and elevations in Arizona that
one could go skiing on such mountains as Bill Williams,
San Francisco Peaks and Mt. Lemmon some morning
of a frigid winter day and on the afternoon of that
same day be basking in the sun around a swim-
ming pool in lower desert country just a few hours
away.

Arizona, west of the Continental Divide, is within
the Colorado drainage basin. Principal rivers of the
state are the Colorado, Gila, Salt, Little Colorado, San
Pedro, Santa Cruz, Verde, the Bill Williams and the
Hassayampa.

Plant and animal life in the state is as varied as its
temperatures and elevations. One finds everything from
cactus, the palo verde, mesquite and catclaw in the
desert to the extensive ponderosa pine forest of the
central mountain region, the largest standing pon-
derosa pine forest in the United States.

With the varieties stated above, is it any wonder
that Arizona should not be called the “Window of the
Southwest.”
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