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No species but man -

The auk, from a practical point of view, was doubtless a dim- progress. Today. very late, we are coming to accept the fact that
witted inhabitant of Godforsaken places, a primitive and freak- the harvest of renewable resources must be controlled. Forests, .
ish thing, ill-favored and ungainly. From a second and a more soil, water, and wildlife are mutually interdependent, and the
enlightened viewpoint, the great auk was the mightiest of its ruin of one element will mean, in the end, the ruin of them all.
family, a highly evolved fisherman and swimmer, an ornament to Not surprisingly. land management which benefits mankind will ]
the monotony of northern seas, and for centuries a crucial food benefit the lesser beasts as well. Creatures like quail and the 3
source for the natives of the Atlantic coasts. More important, it white-talled deer, adjusting to man, have already shown recov-
was a living creature which died needlessly, the first species ery. For others, like the whooping crane, it is probably much too
native to North America to become extinct by the hand of man. late. and the grizzly bear and golden eagle die slowly with the
It was to be followed Into oblivion by other creatures, many of wilderness....
them of an esthetic and economic significance apparent to us all. "Everybody knows! one naturalist has written, “that the
Even today. despite protection, the scattered individuals of spe- autumn landscape in the north woods is the land. plus a red
cles too long persecuted are hovering at the abyss of extinction, maple, plus a ruffed grouse. In terms of conventional physics,
and will vanish in our lifetimes. the grouse represents only a millionth of either the mass or the
The slaughter, for want of fodder, has subsided in this century, energy of an acre. Yet subtract the grouse and the whole thing
but the fishes, the amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals — Is dead.” .
the vertebrate animals as a group —are obscured by man's dark The finality of extinction is awesome, and not unrelated to the
shadow. Such protection as Is extended them too rarely includes finality of eternity. Man, striving to imagine what might lie be-

the natural habitats they require, and their remnants skulk in a
Iean and shrinking wilderness. The true wilderness—the great
woods and clear rivers, the wild swamps and grassy plains
which once were the wonder of the world—has been largely
despoiled, and today’s voyager, approaching our shores through
the olled waters of the coast, is greeted by smoke and the glint
of industry on our fouled seaboard, and an Inland prospect of
second growth, scarred landscapes, and sterile, often stinking,
rivers of pollution and raw mud, the whole bedecked with bill-
boards, neon lights, and other decorative evidence of mankind's
triumph over chaos. In many regions the greenwood not con-
verted toblack stumps nolonger breathes with sound and move-
ment, but Is becoming a cathedral of still trees; the plains are
plowed under and the prairies ravaged by overgrazing and the

yond the long light years of stars, beyond the universe, beyond
the void, feels lost in space; confronted with the death of
species, enacted on earth so many times before he came, and
certain to continue when his own breed Is gone, he is forced to
face another vold, and feels alone in time. Species appear and,
left behind by a changing earth, they disappear forever, and
there is a certain solace in the inexorable. But until man, the
highest predator, evolved, the process of extinction was a slow
one. No specles but man, so far as Is known, unaided by circum-
stance or climatic change, has ever extinguished anocther, and
certainly no species has ever devoured itself, an accomplish-
ment of which man appears quite capable. There Is some com-
fortinthe notion that, howéver Homo saplens contrives his own
destruction, a few creatures will survive in that ultimate wilder-
winds of drought.... _ ness he will leave behind, going on about their ancient business

The concept of conservation is a far truer sign of civilization in the mindless confidence that their own much older and more
thanthat spoliation of a continent which we once confused with . tolerant species will prevail.

—From Wildlife in America, by Peter Matthiessen, © 1959
- Reprinted by permission of The ViKing Press, Inc.
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Seals. By Richard Rowan
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Rattlesnake. By Tom Myers.
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Prairie dogs. By Tom Myers.
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Great blue heron. By C. Allan Morgan.
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Mountain lion. By Ernest Wilkinson.
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Alligator. By Les Line.
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River otters. By C. Allan Morgan
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Great horned owl. By Galen Rowell
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Raccoon. By Tom Myers
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Willow ptarmigan. By C. G Kelley.
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