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heritage worth remembering

.mmilhimtﬂmi-lyur
Once we were all wilderness. “Once;” as George Stewart
says, “from eastern ocean to western ocean the land
stretched away without names To plunge into the con-
tinent was (0 belost —be-wildered. How many of our most
American stories, like that of Cabeza de Vaca, have that
theme! And not everybody looked upon the unknown
‘wild asa member of the Sterra Club or Wild Society

Golcondas, timber or furs or oil —the resources might
dil!«buthninmﬁmrummdt}nm Itsul!dou.
So when Daniel Boone (s g for a land
qmdx}wmdthrmgh&mberhnd&pmd mlTTS
took the first party of settlers into Kentucky, he opened a
way for many kinds of dreamers all bent on finding and
seizing what they coveted. His trail was called the Wilder-
ness Road, since it ran through untracked woods known
only to Indians and a handful of whites. But also that road
was aimed at the wilderness: it was a wilderness road in
the same sense that an elephant gun is an elephant gun.
Boone, who loved the wildemess, did more to destroy
it than many who feared and hated it. He established a
tiern that was repeated many times as need and greed
moved in to take over what adventurousness and awe had
opmnd Nevertheless, in the nearly 500 years since

it if God were good enough to translate
binhd:mr mlurylndmlumdownn

iled Europeans,
the continent brooding silently just beyond the settle-
ments was fearful, a place of wild beasty and wilder men,
as savage and as Dante’s dark wood. Even
Crevecoeur, who contem Iivingmm!helnd:mm
order 10 escape the Revolution, and who

made landfall in the Indies, some Americans
hnvcmdemelrpnmvdﬂldﬁwmuﬂh In Frost's
words, they have “found salvaton in surrender; ™ in the
wordsof Aldo Leopold they have become members of the
earth community, biotic citizens,

Leopold was a nobler pioneer than Boone, his formula-
tion of the *land ethic” a greater service than the opening
of the Wilderness Road. Where Boone promoted setUe-
mentwith its inescapable destructiveness, Leopold taught

nmwm«nyWummum.ﬁmmlm..
he had noticed no Indians turning white man, did not
umyomhhmwhnhu-rymuon For him the
woods were 100 savage. It d 1o him that
hmngmdmm:mum:gofwildmtmd-m
gloomy, anti-social. and unfit for civilized life.

To some, mainly

13 and d
Ammuﬁﬁummnrhlhcmﬂﬂym Re-
naissance Spanish captains kept hearing of it in the West
Mmmdml’oxmnhd\hmhwﬂmtld?onmdl
Leon to discover Florida. As late as 1791 the Truvels of
Mﬂanmmnpnrudp ':obarli::ll'luﬂdﬂwhm

lebarttinn 3

nmnrAmanunlmwuxh:

S
pioneers were not c essiry

toaxeand gun. Saudmnmwmm
mmyawmmmmumm

mpnh:dmm
wnm»mmﬂmuhwdm-w
alizing westward” meant some variant of what y"“*

wealth. | Mwmmdmrh.!
mmmuw

and through science brought us back toward
the earth-reverence that all primitive peoples have, but

that in our raiding of the continent we forgot.

“In this Second American Revolution,” Paul Brooks
says, “we are fighting for the rights of the land itself”
Precisely, and nowhere so plainly as in the residual wil-
derness areas. Naverpuu.mmubly modified, toofvw
too small, these are still | to our und
of the biotic community 10 which we have been plrmlly
naturalized and which we have elsewhere changed be-
yond recognition. They should not be thought of as out-
door recreation areas, public pleasuring grounds, even
natural museums. Too much love could kill them; even
tnommhruurdocmlddmugednm.ldmmmhhey
should be advertised, for advertising is a way of selling
them: nflludmywlylwm:ldluveﬂ\unoﬁdnnupa
lwculd lnoluguexpedmm:mwdmmdmﬂd
mu e visitation and research to some carefully-

ished carrying capacty. For as d
an ethic is operative only xl);’.rvougl:tmm:lem-.l-m“‘tﬂ m
nmexpxmiud.fmslﬁmmmdmmun-
aation.

“This is hard doctrine to inaSierra Club
tion, and [ Mllharmmwmhdulmmﬁ
Every member of the biotic community in those wilder-
ness areas is more legitimate than we, for we are exotics
withmullmmgtmqumhu:mnwudw-. At
the beginning of the third century of the republic we
could do worse than resolve w leave our wilderness
dmnu:n:rdydone,wﬁmzhmmdw
worms and grass can get on with their business of holding
up the living world. i

Los Altos, Calsforma




ReusehtrnBenc—

DOCUMENTATION IMAGES: A933 IMAGE 3

Robert Rauschenberg Foundation Archives
381 Lafayette Street
New York, New York 10003

lee Covered Birch, Pittsfield, New Hampshire. By Hans Wendler
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T'he tempered light of the woods is like a perpetual morming, and is stimulating
and heroic. The anciently reported spells of these places creep on us. .. The
incommunicable trees begin 1o persuade us to live with them and quit our life
of solemn trifles.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson
Essays, 1844
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North Carolina Forest in Fog, Linville Gorge Area. By Ed Cooper
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— The Whig Almanac, 1843
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Breitenbush River Gorge, Cascade Range, Oregon By Ray Atkeson
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I shall say little in its praise, 1o excite desires in any, whatever I could
truly write as (o the Soil, Air; and Water this shall satisfie me, that by
the Ble ssing of God, and the honesty and industry of Man, 1t may be a good
and fruitful land
—William Penn
Xum.ylunem‘rlr the Province of Pennsilvama, 1681
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Zion River National Park, Unah. By David Muench

Pool of Watercress and Iris Leaves along the Virgin River
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Nothing is rich but the inexhaustible wealth of nature

She shows us only surfaces, but she is a million fathoms deep
RalphWaldo Emerson
Essavs, 1844
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Claretcup Cactus, Colorado National Monument. By John Ward
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30 %‘t 31 ‘2 i 2 Such of Nature’s works are always worthy of our preservation and protection;
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and the further we become separated...from that pristine wildness and
| .00 beauty, the more pleasure does the mind of enlightened man feel in
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George Catlin
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Edward Williams
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Sunflowers, Great Sand Dunes National Monument. Colorado. By David Sumner.
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{‘ Wi hen I comniune with my own heart and ask myself whether I would choose to dwell here
}\) in this wild looking country. .. or dwell amongst the gentiles with all their wealth
and good things of the earth... the soft whisper echoes loud and reverberates

N back in tones of stern determination; give me the quiet wilderness.
V
\}. ~Mormon pioneer woman in Utah, 1846
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Field Mushrooms. By Stephen |- Krasemann
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Granted that they did not find the riches of which they had been old
they found a place in which 1o search for them, Anl_(l the beginning of a goo
country 1o settle in
Pedro de Castaieda de Najera
Relacion de la Jornada de Crbola, 1543

Q®




ReusehtrnBenc—

DOCUMENTATION IMAGES: A933 IMAGE 11

Robert Rauschenberg Foundation Archives
381 Lafayette Street
New York, New York 10003

Bunch Grass in San Luis Valley, Sangre de Cristo Range, Colorado. By David Muench
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“Institutions for the Arid Lands.” The Century, May, 1890
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Swamp Maples, Epsom, New Hampshire. By Hans Wendler
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Buckskin Gulch, Branch of Paria Riv
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Nature is not benevolent; Nature is just, gives pound for pound

measure for measure, makes no exceptions, never tempers her decrees with mercy
or winks at any infringement of her laws... 1t is a ha#l gospel; but rock

are hard 100, yet they form the foundations of the hills

John Burroughs
1ime and Change, 1912
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Near Cordova, Alaska. By Tim D Thompson
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Nature canmot be surprised in undress. Beauty breaks in everywhere < /OWN
- Ralph Waldo Emerson, Essays, 1844
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