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—l-he United States has long prided itself on a con- admiration is also tinged with fear, for the predators {
servation ethic. Beginning with Yellowstone National are dangerous symbols of the past, from an unknown
Park in 1872. It established a large system of nature world. The feeling of primitive kinship has not pre- |
reserves. These and other vast tracts of wilderness are vented man from exterminating predators, whether
still places where man can regain his humanity. where from greed, apprehension, or an atavistic sense of sub-
he may seek the touch of earth and wind and rock. No duing a competitor.
matter how remote, this wilderness often lacks an Somehow In the unheeding rush to conquer a contl-
essentlal Ingredlent. There are two Kinds of wilderness: nent we have also subdued an ethical heritage within
one with large predators, the other without. Having us. the feeling of a spiritual unity with all Jdife. Now,
roamed In many of the earth’s wild places, | can feel the after the bicentennial, we merely acclaim the past
difference. A land that has lost Its wolf or tiger or jJaguar but do not assess the costs of our achlevements, the
Jacks vitality, a natural tension. A feeling of primordial sacrifices of the eternal for the expedient. The large
apprehension has disappeared: the personality of the predators symbolize our commitment to the future;
wilds has changed. The jaguar Is gone from the whole they represent the uitimate test of our will to share this
of the United States, the wolf from the West, the puma planet with all creatures. Do we have room for a wolft
almost from the East. The mountains and plains are singing the beauty of the stars? We need the wisdom of
now lonely, deprived of an elemental link In the chain predators to learn how to-manage wildlife. we need
of Iife. It seems paradoxical that the predators are almost them and their wildness as genetic reservairs to
gone from our wilderness whereas Indla, with Its ancient revitalize this plundered land some day. Above all, we
clvilization and great human concentration, has retained need simply thé knowledge that the predators are
its tigers, leopards, and other predators, there. beings whose freedom we have guaranteed
Man sees himself reflected In nature and senses a solely for their own sake. When the last snow leopard
speclal kinship with the predators, something which has retreated from the wind-flayed crags. and the
no doubt reflects his past as a hunter. With ancient grassy plains feel the spirit of the cheetah nc more, part
knowledage he admires the evolutionary perfection of a of the mystery of life will then to0 have vanished
lion or a wolf—their beauty, sklill, and strength. And yet from this earth

George B. Schaller
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Margay. Arizona. By C. Allan Morgan
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Short-talled Weasel near den, Victoria Island, Northwest Territory. By Fred J. Alsop. from Bruce Coleman. Inc
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American Elk, Alberta. By Stephen J. Krasemann, from Peter Arnold
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Killer Whaie, British Columbia. By Tom Myers
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Mule Deer. Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming. By Stephen J. Krasemann
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Marsh Hawk. Montana By Gus Wolfe
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Grizzly cubs. Mt McKinley National Park, Alaska By Bob Waterman
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