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This calendar was printed in ftaly by A. Mondadorl.
Verona, italy. Color separations by A. Mondadorl,

i

For information about how you may participate in the )
Verona. ltaly. Distribution Is by Charles Scribner's Sons. !
|

[}

Club's programs to enjoy and preserve wilderness and
the quality of life. please address inquirles to: Slerra
Club, 530 Bush Street, San Francisco, California 94108

The Sierra Club, founded in 1892 by John Muir. has
devoted Itself to the study and protection of the earth’s
scenic and ecological resources — mountains, wetlands,
woodlands. wild shores and rivers, deserts and plains
Its publications are part of the nonprofit effort the Club
carries on as @ public trust. There are more than S0
chapters coast to coast, In Canada, Hawall, and Alaska

597 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10017. Copy-
right © 1979 Slerra Club. All rights reserved. No part
of the contents of this calendar may be reproduced
without the consent of the publishers, Slerra Club and
Charles Scribner's Sons.

Cover: Walruses (Odobenus rosmarus), Bristol Bay. Alaska. By Len Lee Rue I1I/Tom Stack & Associates

Astronomical Information is given in Eastern Standard Time
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If the animals could speak...

JOHN BLAUSTEIN

BLUE FOOTED BOOBIES -

;..what would :’hey say? Sierra Club members have been

O preserve and protect the natural habitat ivi

iy of all living creatures, man and
Your membership will help us in our efforts on behalf of all those who

| have little voice in how we treat our world. Aft
: . After all, th
. of what makes this world worth living in. .0 & laie part

working since 1892
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When we stand among animais it is clear that we are
different. More than any other animal on earth we change
environments to suit ourselves, And we study everything
that comes before us. We may know more about whales
or chimpanzees than ever they would care to know. But
that Is how we are. We. too, are splendid animals. We ex-
amine chromosomes and discover that the Douglas fir and
the rainbow trout had a common parent eons ago. And that
you and | and the trout and the tree are all relatives. Each
of us requires from the world, of all the things we mignht,
the very same enzymes and proteins to go on living

There Is. it seems to me, an elemental and important
message here. Whether we approach other creatures with
detached, scientific observation or with deep philosophical
embrace, animals are our brothers. And this simple fact
does not require anything beyond Itself. Indeed, among the
more profound pleasures In a human's life are those un
phraseable moments of intense delight we enjoy with wild
creatures and which we keep largely to ourselves. If, for a
moment, we observed animals without believing that the
wolf Is better than the lemming because the wolf s larger,
or that the deer is not as powerful as the cougar because
the deer has a harder power to understand— It gives Its life
away—we would touch something deeply true: to walk the
earth, without requiring an explanation, without demands,
without jJudgments, Is enough. And it Is much harder to do
than simply professing to love animals

I would like to think this: that we would acknowledge we
are, like animals, but a moment In passing in this time of the
earth. And that we are in our own right, quite astounding
creatures. For all the criticism we level at each other, we
are, too, wise and perceptive. And our time here is
important

We pride ourselves on our sense of justice. It Is not dif-
ficult to argue that we should therefore preserve wilder-
ness for no other reason than that it Is a place where ani-
mals can live unburdened by our soclal, economic, and
environmental experiments. And we consider the guality
of humility estimable, so it is not difficult to imagine that
once stripped of the sense that one is the better creature,
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we might dance with a caribou or a squirrel—those few
steps of celebration In life that, like proteins. we all seem
to share

We also esteem grace among the things in this world The
lines of a bullding, the turn of a hand in a pas de deux. The
pursuit of a cheetah, the movement of cottonwoods In a
light breeze. that quality of anticipation in egrets. To be tull
of grace, | think, Is to move in the world as though one fit
Init. It Is neither feminine nor masculine, human nor non-
human. It is. lIke the bee up to his hips in pollen in the bow!
of a flower, one of the things that articulates the universe
And when it is no longer there, we Know there Is a sick
ness somewhere

Each of us has had in our life some moment of deep com
passion—for a friend. over the callous destruction of a
delicately framed Idea. at deliberate pain caused an animal
| belleve rage Is born of such compassion; and that the
enraged defense of ideas, of friends. and of animals is a
fortunate and, perhaps. even sacred thing. We move with
heavy steps In this world; fragile things fly apart in our
hands. and we thereby suffer unnoticed and irreparable
10ss. This Is a habit we might eventually break ourselves
of: butterfiles weather hurricanes and mice are not afraid
of the dark. These are qualities to emulate, even It we care
nothing for the creatures

It occurred to me once In the Arctic standing on a low
riage with my hands in my pockets, watching a hundred
thousand southbound birds passing overhead in the twi-
light In a grunting whoosh of wings, that | was in love with
animals because they awoke in me a great compassion
and a sense of humility, and the belief that, somehow. |
could go about my smail and simple business in this world
with more grace

I did not have to own them or touch them or even know
their names to accept this. And, standing there watching
them go. | had one quick moment of embarrassment —that
| had done so poorly with my gifts. That | still thought ot
myself as the father Instead of the brother

Barry Holstun Lopez

|
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Young cheetah (Acinonyx Jubatus). Amboseli, Kenya. B
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Killer whale (Orcinus orca), near Alert Bay. British Columbla. By Peter Thomas
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Red fox (vulpes fulva), sipley Provincial Park, Ontario. By Brian Miine
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