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CiM:  When is the article coming ouwt in the peper?

Riv: It depends . You know that waonman  that  writes for
theater. . .and  that other one that does gquilts? She wanted 4o
come to the show while we were hanging it She gave Darryl such

& terrible review...she took Mary’s place, the new one. . .Mary was
vary sweet, maybe too kind, but she didn’t recommend that people

skip this show. . .she never said things like that. That’'s what
she  said about Darryl’s show. "1 would advise you not to waste
your time in coming.” She might have besn trying {e encourage
pesple that weren’'t going. Bul she’s so new that she can'l have
enough enemies to be that influential.

ety N well somebody else was mentioning her (o ne just  vecently
ard I guess I just haven’'t read any of ler articles. Bhe comes

sut probably in the Sunday paper and 1 don't resd thuat.

<H: What was the creative progess thal you went throwgh to come
up with your Gluts?

BR: The first move was to 9o to the Fort Myers junk  yard, We
did have, up until yesterday, & great allie there, Now he's been
transferred or bowght a junk yard in Atlanta and that's a little
far to drive for inspiration. I had no preconceived idea  about
what Gluts were supposed to be and they weren’l named until  the
whnle ness of them were macdé. The name Gluts alsc camz from not
only our ecormmical crisis that we weve having because af the oil
greed, but because 1 found a whole bunch of crushed filling
staticn signs and one of them...well, nearly all ot then, had

these variations where you  cpwld changs the price every
day?. .and so I used that and that’s where the name Glute came
from. 1 mentioned earlier that it might also be some kind ot

reaction of being from Tesxas, which has been, of all the states I
believe, most hurt by the oil glut.

CM: That filling station sign, do you have that in any of your
pieces that. ..

RR! Theay’re on their way tn Germany,
[#{yH Is that another Glut that you’ve sent over there?

R 1t’'s lots of Gluts. I have...it must be at least fifteen
that are bassd on Lhe local filling stations  that have been
bual ldozed.
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Cr: How oo theee fit into the overall picture? In other words,
why did youw select these to be displayed here at thie Barbtara .
Mann Hali®?

Fofy e Because Lhese aire the latest Lhat T've done. I waz looking
around the studio and 1 was thinking that the Pottorf show was on
just  about long | eveouwgih. The next exhibition is goling to  be
contemporary Jdancers scores and diagrams bul 1t won't be reoady
until HMay the first. I cert't krnow. .. when I showed the 174 Mile
at ECC...1 enjoy being able to share the information  intimately,
with the students and the people in the ares.

CM! You actuwally asssuwble thess pieces. . .when you get this stuff
back from the junkyard, how oo you go about that?

RR: Well, 10 have this garden down here. . it was called the
sculpture garden but now the lizards have taken over totally,
Now it’s the lizard garden because they love my tasnte, Theve's
millions of lizards down there of all sorts of sizes. Of course,

I sepavate them into categories of coleor, intformation, with or

witlhout  letlering. . .1 think 1 have a sign for every street in
Fort Myers by now, It I don't I°11 probably gel it nexi weebk . 1
just go down and look around and start pulling out  things. We
wash them out here on the porch with the pressure hose. Then we

come in here amd I get somebody to help ke rivet them togaether

Ch And  when you just play around with them hare and putl  them
Logelher and see how you like it the baest?

RRG  Yes.
CM: fAre some of the them welded together?

RR: Only in emergencies. Some of the mixtures of metals bhave bo
be welded or they won't hold up,  Our big problem is shipping., 1
like working in the envivconment, I like, fresh as the meat you
eat .. .going out every day and picking up things and bringing Lhem
home and making an art "stew” out of them.

CH Where are your things displayed around the world? What
countries?

RR 1 have, what...right now I bave six one—man  shows
Including one at the Metropolitan, In Finland, Helsinki MNeew
York City, in two places...early drawings in one and the other is
the 1/74 Mile which was premiered right heve in Fort Myers and is
2t the Met now for the opening of their new Z20th Century Museum
Corpus Christi, Texas. And Stockhalm, Sweden. And we’re opening

here tomorrow.
CM: You personally are going to be heve tomorrow?

Rit: 0Oh sure.

Q

CrM: What do you see as your next projects? Are you going

L
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! make more Gluts? il
RE: I‘'m  rmot into the Gluts far enough yet, I usually change
what I'm ceoing if 1 get too familiar with it and if I feel I'm
getiing too good at it.  And then I ewitch., Eecawse I don’t want
Lo be the kind of artist that sets up lterrvitory in his style. I
love it when people copy e because it Just helps me quit  doing
that sooner.
CHMY What would you say your art as a whole mean to you?
KRG More =ften than not 1 have said that I resally didn’t care if
I was considered & fine artist. I would rather be & good
reporter., My interest in making any bind of art is 1o make
people aware of their own lives. We, 're working now around the
world on a bankrupting tour. .. it’'s called ROCI. W' re  trying
. . we've amassed & show that shows different countries how
other countries live. Eight years age [ waz living in China.
One af the things Lthat upset me the most  was that {he
Clanese. . .it wasn't the m=ral thing: it wasn’t the cengorship; it
waen’t  the lack of veligion or any of those things whichh are
upsetting  enough. 1t was the fact that they couldn’t  travel.
So they didn’t  know. . they would have to get five people to
decide if they could visit their family thirty kilometsrs away.
and ] thought, God, these peoples are never goina to know  about
gad hot chili, or different Linds of dances, or other religions,
or  what people look like any place elese. I think I helped ithem
open it up. 1 went back avevr there Lo Peijing. 1 had the entire
National Muscum. Cozt me a fortune in ahippimg end insurance but
it certainly was worlh it Because that's where 1 am. T'm not
crazy about galleries and museum prestige. I mean, 1f people
want that I think they can have it but I want to go to Fussia
naxt We hsd an invitation yesterday from Cuba which as Terry
said. . .yes, the same full show. The show comes with a video that
Terry makes in all these counmtrias, We probably have =mployed
gleven vides monitors to show the people about the rest of the
wionr Lod The only thing is that financially it gets a lititle bit
beeavy on me. I hed to sell a Warhol and a Twombly in arder

Exhibitireg in Cuba might Jead us right in there. At the MNational
Gallery, it was about a week and a half ago, we bad an opening

Lhere. Ve bad five ambassadors...fussian, Chinese, Chilean,
Venesuelan and Japansss.  And Ted Fennedy.
(8 4 Like, in Cuba I'm sure the government wouldn’'t  have 1t

there, but do they defray any expsnsss at all?

Rit: We have to fight for it 21} the time. Even Japan, which has
tn ke the third richest country...1f not the second?

CM: o we'll Just. ..
TVE: You could go outside and see the lizard garden. . .

RR: One of the other pieces is in the living roo hanging  up

=
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over Lhers,

chM: Do they all bang on the wall?

RR: N», this is a fleoor pisce and this. They ' re right  now
dounstairs finishing the pedestal . This one, @uvd this  floor
piece  and the one hanging in the living room over at the beach
houss,

CM:  And youw'll be at the npening from 5 to 7 tomorrow nighty
KR If my new pants come thack . They're supposed to come back
tonight. 1  thought you mighi want to et up on the table and
lmok at that. I'm an old frustrated stags manager myself .

cHM:  Aveyou =L1ill doing the costuming”

R 1 woark with Trisha Brown,

CM: Do you sti1ll have your tousd: in Mew York?  How often are yod
Fere? Do youw keep going back ard forth?

RR: As  much  as I can, I don’t know which il ds...all  wmy
gogquipmant  or my taxes that keeps me down here . Both are pretty
fieavy .

(1 The {irst I knew of you was through Lheryl Pharr. Aved il
was really funny...it was the bicentennial year I guess. I used

te plzy softball with Sheryl...yes, the Foxes. I worked for
Wwelter Chronckite at that time, 1 was his secratary for a couple
ot years up in New York., I had come down hers to visit my family
and ) flew Dack to New York and 1t was snowy arvd who do 1 see
that mad just gotten off the seme plane but Sheryl. I sald what
are  you doing here? She said 1'm working for Bob Rawschenbersg
and I've done some dying of costunes for him, There were nn cabs
tiv e found., Sheryi had ancther woman withh her as I recall so we
tock a cab together to foho and dropped ey off at your place and
thern she said. . . it was just about the time that your picture  was

an the cover for the bicentennial exhiblt and I went in and got

that article and read all about you. Aned T just saw  Sheryl
reegently. I hadn’'t sesn her in y2&ars.

KR We sent her to college.

crt: I saw her at o career fair over at ECC. It was good seeing
brar

RR: I think it's so courageous, Not to just sink into the fact
that you'’re almost middle aged. Your biwsband just lett you.  You
Led & Child and yeu've starting o now  life. That's gorgeous.

Don’t you think that takes sxbraordinary courage? Zhe zaid that
sthe had to work o hard to keep up with all those younyg people
that den’t have any of these things on their mind. She's  in
Tanpa Now.

4
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CH This is really a thyill for me to tome wp here and ses your
situdio.

RR Aaron Sissking, the photogeapher? RHe's one of ilhe all time
greats, like Matthow Brady excapt he happans to be alive. . .and
one  day he got go mad &t me in my siudio. He had to make a
living by photogrephing documentaries still pictures. . . .and he
sxid, God Bob I rezlly hate you. Do you know that 1 couwld do my
lifes work with just one of your pictures? Becawse he wss inta

these details with torn edges and paint,

We really have a good time when we do theoe, We Jjust did the Van
Clibuwrn poster for the prano competition,

CH Do you have a faveorite artist yaureself that you feel was
4 merst intluential?

RR: That's hard to say. When I get  into somelhings | (it's

uswally a really early artist. 1t probably goes witho my feeling

about nature, I really loved Leonardo da Vincel and the way every
little piece of grass and bugs flying. . .he wasn’t to e pinned
down in fixed form. I usually like the restless ones. . . not  the
young and the restless, buwt T like them tos!

CM'@ TSome of the stuff, the really fine enginesring stuff. ;.

RR: Ond the way water flows, and the eneragy theve, And the fact
that even though it's the Virgin Mary or some other big e
there, he spent as nuch time on a blade of grass that might be
tws  and a half inches high, as he did on her wings. I really
Tike that.

G Do you ever do any slvaight painting at ail? Or put
straight painting in any of your works?

R Mo closer than that. What I do therw is that 1T take all the

photographs . We make silkscoreens  down under  there. Emil,
Bradley’s husband, usually dows the positives that we need to
make the negatives sn the screen. Thien we have & print shop ovey
Presyes

CHM:  1s the Gulf coming up to take over your house over there?

RR: It’z fLrying.

The pig has already besen cast  in aluminum, Dne of  the
variabions . . . it's going to be like six unique pigs but each one
im starting off as an aluminum cast pig. 1t's not a glut. 1t
looks like a pig. VYouw'll sse. It's big.

DISCUSSION OF TERRY'S ROOM

lHis room is like & contemporary Collier’'s brothers. These guys,
they were brothers, and they died, they snothered from the amount
of  things theat they collected? And they just absolutely filled

5
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up the sgpace and nobody sven missed them. They didn’t oo {4
delibarately 14 just happesved. Thiey had tunnels going through
the stuff. They found cne right away and it took then  about

thres more days to fiond the otbher brother.
CHM:  What do you wuse this for?

RR: Photographs.,

TVE Ii's a great article. 1t is gorgeosus. I ihink that the
ilivstrations inside that new article. ft’'s & beautiful arlicle
Sometimes @ll those political things can get w0 accusalory  that
you almwst get on the bad side, you know, defending them. Arid
tivis was dealt with so gently. Even though they pointed out
rertain weaknesses and scts that Rexagsn is  totally responsible
forr .. .and his staff and all that, but it was very soft. It was
dealt wilh clearly, po2tically, sensitively. They pointed out,
evidence ands proff that there is about & thirty year cycle
in American history whers the rights have it and 1t goes back to
e left. It feels very up to me becauwse I'm on the compassion
side...and it said that all the things that have happened like
the homeless slegping two blocks from the White House on the heat
grates, no eddcation any more. He resally did cut all that out
} and  the budget is three times as much as 1L was when e want in,
which he promissd to balanwe. They really don’t get onto that
and juat ride it to death, you know whers you feel sorry for the
Uy . That would get him reelected if be could be.  There was co
much sympathy. Something really brand new is  happening. I'hiey
give evidence of how 1t had been before, like the FDR days . 1
thought  tiat like, yes, we have a President and it's FDR .

gave

Bacause he had what three terms and by the time I noticed 1t 1
was  practically  full grown befors we changed presidents, I
] thought ke WAS Lhe president. Fut forgel the illustrations. 1
cidn't  do the illustrations, I don’'t know if they'd besn any

citor 1f 1 hed but they. ..

WALK ING DVER TO THE BEACH HOUSE. DOGS BAREING.

0 fow long have you been in here?
IR {t's  aluminum. Bt had the real stuffed one Lhat  the

1 thought I was in badd luck you know when they

Titetans gave me.
that or

give you the heaviesl coffes table or something likw
gomething glass . .easy to carry. ..

CM: What do you mean they gave you a real one?  They gave you &

real pig?

RE: That one, stuffed.

CM:  And then you made a mold of it?  UWhat is this made of again?

RE: Aluminum. This particular one iz aoing to be. . this i1s from
Miami, I just pickesd it up off the street. I1t's sort of like &

colunn of love. Hearlbrezsk . When I get the patina on i, I 'm

.l;"
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luooking for a chemical $o g0 back in herve and paint out the color
in this aluminum that this has covroded to Ard this will go
right up here.
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